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“Practical Navigation” is a book about
Navigation, about half of which are Tables, but it
contains two short sections on:

Of the Ring-Dial.

The Use of the Ring-Dial.
To find the Hour of the Day.
To find the Sun’s Altitude.

The Description of the Nocturnal.
The Description and Use of the Nocturnal.

The manner of holding the Nocturnal in time of
Observation.

To find the Hour of the Night by the North Star, and
the Guards either of the Little or Great Bear, and

upon what Point of the Compass they are.
To find the time of the Moon’s coming to South any day
of her Age, and also the Time of High-water that Day.

The book also describes most of the navigational
instruments then it use, such as the Mariners
Compass, the Azimuth Compass, the Cross-Staff, the
Back-Staff (then known as the Quadrant), the
Lodestone, the Gunter’s Scale and the Sinecal-
Quadrant. The Nocturnal

Universal Equinoctial Ring Dial

Number of Pages: 304 plus as many again of Tables.                 Page Size: 7¾" × 5"
Illustrations: Many with some fold out sheets but only two of Dials.




