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“The Use of a Mathematical Instrument called a
QUADRANT” is a small book starting with the
following explanation:

T H E
U  S  E

Of the
Quadrant.

AQuadrant is the fourth part of a
Circle, and is comprehended be-
tween two Semidiameters ; as in
the Figure  A B C, where A is the

Center, A B one of the Semidiameters,
and A C the o-
ther and the out-
most Verge B C
is the Limb of the
Quadrant ,   or
more properly the
Quadrant it self,
being one Quar-
ter of a Circle, and
therefore is called by the Latine word Qua-
drant.

To take the Altitude of the Sun
without looking by the eye.
What is meant by Altitude ?

Now in some Quadrants there is described
a Quadrat, which is made of two lines com-
ing from the Semidiameters, A B and A C,
a s  i n  t h e  F i g u r e
you may see mark-
ed; and they are
divided into fifty
equal parts. That
part of the Qua-
drat which is next
the Sights, is called
The Scale of Con-
trary shadow; and the other, The Scale of Right
shadow. The use of the Quadrat is to take
Heights and Distances without measuring them.

S E C T.  I I.
Shewing the use of Houre lines, and Azi-

muth lines, &c.

BEcause  the  Quadrat  and  Quadrant  fills
not up the Instrument, but that there is va-

cant places left without any inscription; there-
fore many knowing men have invented several
Lines &c. to fill them up with :

And first of all, Stophler (in his Elucidatio
Fabricæ ususque Astrolabii) teaches to make
Hour-lines for the time of the day ; yet he de-
scribes them in his Quadrant in such an im-
perfect manner, that it is plainly to be seen he
rather affected ease, then truth.

Since him. M. Gunter hath invented Hour-
lines, after a more perfect way, and also illu-
strated the Quadrant with Azimuth-lines, and
a Scale of the days of the Moneth, an Arch of
the Horizon and the Ecliptique line, and also
the Places of some notable Stars that lie be-
tween the Equator and Tropick.

The use of the Circle of Months, Ecliptick,
Horizon Line of Declination, Hour-
Lines, Azimuths, and the five Stars,

are briefly as followeth.
First the Use of the Circle of Moneths.

Secondly, The Use of the Ecliptick Line.
Thirdly, The use of the Horizon Line.
Fourthly, The use of the Hour-lines.
Fifthly, The use of the Azimuth lines.

Lastly, The use of the five Stars
is thus:

F I N I S.




